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Concerning the impact of nuclear power and other major sources of electricity, the
conclusions seem clear that nuclear power is likely to have smaller health and environmental
impacts than the other major fuel cycles. The evidence is strong that coal-fired and oil-fired
stations have significant adverse health and environmental effects. However, nuclear power is
at the risk of large-scale accidents and long-term waste storage, and these two issues are not
expected to be resolved in the coming decades. Under such circumstance, what would be your
stand for the energy consumption policy?
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Maxine Greene, teacher-philosopher, argues that “the teacher who wishes to be more than a
functionary cannot escape the value problem or the difficult matter of moral choice.”
(1973:181) We recognize, in the first place, how routinely we are made into functionaries.
Even as society occasionally posts a romanticized view of the dedicated, caring, inspiring
teacher —brilliant, creative, self-motivated —we know that the harsh reality in many schools is
a structure that disempowers and deskills, a system that prespecifies each teacher’s thoughts
and oversees and constrains our activeities. In large, impersonal systems, teachers become
obedient, they conform, and follow rules —we are expected to deliver the curriculum without
much thought, and control the students without much feeling. Students are expected, in turn,
to follow rules and go along with whatever is put before them. The key lessons for everyone
in such a school system, top to bottom, are about hierarchy and one’s place in it, convention
and one’s obligation to it, and unquestioning passivity in the face of authority. We become
party to our own depersonalization, and to the thoughtlessness of our students, when we see
ourselves as merely place-holders and low level bureaucrats, filling out forms and completing
procedures......... Everyone was a loser; the children through a narrowing of life chances and
possibilities; the teacher through a degraded sense of her calling and her work.



