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1. VIA University College (Denmark)

2. University College Capital (Denmark)

3. Linkoping University (Sweden)

4. University of Helsinki (Finland)*

5. University of Illinois Urbana Champaign (USA)

6. VIA University College (Denmark)
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7. University of Waikato (New Zealand)

8. National Taiwan Normal University (Taiwan)
9. PH Zurich (Switzerland)

10. Osaka Kyoiku University (Japan)

11. Stockholm University (Sweden)

12. University of California, Santa Barbara (USA)
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INTERNATIONAL PRACTICUM

By Dr. Jessie Png, Office of Teacher Education

Above: Assoc Frof fvy Tan (extreme rght) with facuity members of Stockholm Universgy

ince 2012, NIE has been providing our degree student
teachers the opportunities to go overseas to do their
five-week Teaching Assistantship.

Our international partnerships have expanded since then,
and they now include: University of California, Santa
Barbara, USA; University College Capital (UCC) and VIA
University College, Denmark; Zurich University of Teacher
Education (PH Zurich), Switzerland; MNational Taiwan
Normal University, Taiwan; University of Waikato, New
Zealand; University of Helsinki, Finland; and Linkoping
University, Sweden.

In March 2015, NIE signed a Memorandum of Agreement
with Stockholm University, Sweden. Stockholm will be
another place for our student teachers to go to.

Inset: M5 Yingting and Ms Chao Nain (middie) with UCC stucents

Incoming International Practicum

QOur local schools have been graciously giving students from
our international partner-universities the opportunities to
teach in their schools. To name a few, St Andrew's Junior
School, West Grove Primary School, Boon Lay Garden
Primary School, Westwood Primary School, Manyang
Primary School, Corporation Primary School and VWellington
Primary School; Chung Cheng High (Main) School, Yishun
Town and 5t Andrew's Secondary Schools were our partner
schools last year and early this year.

From 2013 to early 2015, 36 international students
have passed through the doors of these schools and its
classrooms. These have provided unigque opportunities for
them to build greater depth in pedagogical approaches in
different cultural and social settings.

NIE JZ5) & Z /TS
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GLOBAL LESSONS

By Offica of Teacher Education

Just a few of the phrases gleaned from our NIE student
teachers’ blogs about their recent Intemational Practicum (IP)
from December 2015 10 January 2016 include: “Incredibly
eye-opening expenence ...", "I have leamnt so much ...", and °,,
enjoying the experience thoroughly...”

Since its humble beginnings in November 2012 with just one
University Partner and a handful of student teachers, the
programme has grown from strength to strength. Since then,
NIE has successfully signed agreements with 12 partners
across the globe — three in Asia, two in the USA, six in Europe
and one in New Zealand. From its modest cohort some three
years ago, now more than 60 student teachers from our
Bachelor of Arts and Sclence (Education) cohorts have
benefitted from this invaluable experience.

Firmly rooted in its purpose to help broaden and deepen our
undergraduates’ leaming experiences, the aim of an IP
expernience s to help student teachers develop a global
mindset as well. From the December 2015 cohort, 10 of our
student teachers returmned from their IP from the USA, Denmark
and Taiwan. Ms Lin Siyue who was attached to the University
of Calfornia, Santa Barbara, USA, felt enriched by
her expenence:

*Being able to immerse in another culture by spending five
weeks at a local high school is truly a valuable expenence, |'ve
learnt s0 much and gained a range of perspectives aboul
teaching and leaming from varicus members of the education
system - leachers, the adminisiration, student teachers,
lecturers and students, themselves. I'm particulary glad to have
gotten a Cooperating Teacher (CT) who is so willing to share
her experiences, classroom management techniques and
struggles with me - it was really amazing how well we have
worked together and enjoyed each others company in
the ciassroom!”

Mr Noah Zhang Hua'an who opted to go to Denmark had this to
say about his attachment

“Teaching in a school, with an education system vastly different
from ours, has been an incredibly fulfilling and unforgetiable
experience. This Is much more than just an international school
attachment; addendum to this practicum stint in Denmark was a
unique Home Stay Programme. | enjoyed being a part of my
host family so much that at the end of the seven-week stay, |
found it too shorl!”

NIE JZ5) & Z /TS

From left: Ms Lin Siywe (third) with her students at Dos Puebios Senior High
S¢hool, Santa Barbara, USA

2
From left: Mr Seah Jin Yang. Ms Lin Siyue, Ms Denise Chng, Ms Wydre Kwek
and Ms Jane Chua at Gevirtz Graduate School of Education, UCSS, USA

3
From loft: Me Noah Zhang (front, fifth) with his students at Maarsiet
School, Denmark

‘ 2

 Gevirtz Graduate Sch
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AJP vy Tan

Sub-Dean

Practicum

National Institute of Education

A few student teachers share their
reflections on having fraveled

fo a different counfry for their
infermational practicum.

Chioe Ong
Univerzity College
Capital, Denmark
May 2013

Attachad to:
Randercgades Shkole

eaching Englizh and Mathematics
in a Danich context waz a

pleasurable sxperience, thanks
to my thres admérable tsachsrs — Mstha,
Mette, and Rikke. Their unfailing suppon
during the conduct of my lsssons has
shown me what mentorship meanc
Possibilities abound in their classrooms.
Particularly, | am grateful for the trust,
confidence and autonomy that they have
conferred uponme. Matts, ecpecially, has
greatly emboldensd me —no Singaporsan
teacher will tsll me to waltz into class
and dsliver without a Iesson plan

Not forgetting the University Collage
Capital (UCC) International Practicum
students Astrid and Nan, whom | have
forged close bonds with. Their hospitality
has enriched my perspective of the
Danizh culturs; they have demonstrated
the Danich art of ‘hwygge'. Additionally,
interacting with student teachers from
Austria, Spain and Holland has allowsd
me a much broader world perspactive.

NIE JZ5) & Z /TS
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Arts (Education)/ Bachelor of Science (Education) students

NIE has put in place opportunities for selected Bachelor of

to do a 5-week Teaching Assistantship in schools in countries
like Denmark, Finland, New Zealand, Switzerland, Taiwan ROC
and the United States of America. Through the International
Practicum, the student teachers will have the opportunities to:

LA A A L A Al A Al A d A Rd R AL ALl Al dl Al Al ld Rl Rl dld Ll dl l )

1. Develop practical
awareness and appreciation of
the role of a teacher;

2. Gain practical experience in
helping their CTs plan lessons,
prepare resources, manage
students, facilitate group work
and/or conduct part of the
lessons;

3. Broaden their understanding
of the realities of teaching and
learning from an international
perspective;

4. Gain an understanding of
classroom environment of a
different educational system;

5. Learn more about pupils in
a different culture and develop
skills to respond appropriately.

6. Develop skills and capacities
for observation and reflective
learning;

7. Develop an awareness of
service expectations and
professional norms

LA Ad LAl A d AR d R Ad AR d Al Al i dl Al il dlld ARl Rl Al dl bl d )

hiz waz definitely one of my most
T memorable sxperiences in NIE.

Teaching at Malling Skole was an
experiencs that allowed me to lsarn in
many aspects. The thought of having to
teach Danich students was intimidating,
ecpecially with my lack of teaching
experience. However, my Coordinating
Teacher, Tina, and the teaching staff
wers very encouraging all the way, and
proved to be of invaluable assistance in
my leaming. Although the initial lessons |
taught were not the best, | found mysslf
improving with their help. At the end of
the five weeks, | found myszelf wiching
that | could stay on for a longer period of
time to be a teacher thers.

Brandon Boh
VIA College,
Denmark
May 2013

Attached ta
Malling Skole

Beatrice Tan
University of
Sama Barbara,

Califomnia
" Nov-Jan 2014

Attachad to: Dos Pusbloz High School

hs international practicum was
T my first experience abroad on
my own with another friend.
It was an sye-opening expsrience
that definitely allowsed me to grow
profecsionally and personally.

In the Statss, | managed to converse
with psople from all walks of life like
Professore, Deans, mentors, teachers,
students, student-teachers, etc. Each
of them introduced new psrcpectives
and knowledge to ms. On top of that,
the trip has expedited my pesrsonal
growth. With the many observations
that | have made, | came home with
new perspectives and insights, which
made me behave and conduct mysslf
slightly different than before. Not
forgetting the frisndships forged.

BZA)E - NIE Voices 27



Foo YingTing
: Third-Year, Bachelor of Science (Education)

+ 12 May - 19 June 2014
: Randersgades Skole
Denmark, Copenhagen

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO SIGN UP
FORINTERNATIONAL PRACTICUM?
| wanted to step out of my
comfort zone to explore, learn
and grow, and make my university
life as encirching as possible.
|  believed this experience
would help me to become more
independent and mature. Also, |
was interested in finding more
about the education systems in
European countries.

WHAT WERE THE MAIN THINGS
YOU DID DURING PRACTICUM?
We spent the first three days in
Denmark attending a two-day
course in the host university,
University of College Capital
(UCC). For the next two weeks,
we observed how the Denmark
teachers taught in the school.
For the third to fifth week, we
were assigned to teach a Grade
5 (Pri 5) and Grade 6 (Pri 6)
class English and Maths.

NIE JZ5) & Z /TS

HOW WAS IT LIKE DEALING WITH THE
VARIOUS GROUPS OF PEOPLE DURING
YOUR PRACTICUM?

The principal, Head of Departments,
Teachers and supervisors were all
very friendly and supportive towards
our teaching style and the lesson
plans that we crafted for the classes.
| felt comfortable asking them for any
help or advice.

WHAT WAS YOUR BEST MEMORY?

My best memory from practicum was
Caramel Day in Randersgades Skole.
It's an annual tradition that the school
celebrates in conjunction with the
graduation of the Grade 9s. On this
day, graduating students would get to
dress up in any costume. At noon, they
would be given one hour to run around
the whole school with waterguns. As
a “reward” for getting shot, juniors
would be able to get sweets from
the seniors. What | found interesting
was the inter-level bondedness, and
how the whole school had rallied to
support the graduating students. Also,
the teachers showed their love for the
students by participating actively too!

WHAT WAS THE GREATEST CHALLENGE?
| feel that the greatest challenge is
the language barrier, as English is
not their first language in Denmark.
Thus, it is quite a challenge to
communicate with the students
especially when giving instructions
and trying to explain some difficult
mathematical/English terms.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO A
STUDENT TEACHER GOING FOR THIS
PRACTICUM?

Go with an open mind. Be flexible
and adaptable and learn as much
as you can because it is definitely a
worthwhile and fulfilling experience.
More importantly, enjoy every
moment there!

HOW IS INTERNATIONAL PRACTICUM
DIFFERENT FROM THE PRACTICUMS
DONE IN SINGAPORE?

The work load such as preparing for
lessons is less tedious as we get to
teach in a pair during international
practicum, while in Singapore they
have to teach the class individually.
This definitely makes it less
stressfull

There is also a lot of trust and
respect between the teachers and
students. The teachers and students
are like friends yet at the same time
students still respect teachers as an
authority figure.
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Wei-Yu Liu, Victor Chen and Alexius CHIA Ti Yong

L: Why do you start NIE international practicum?

A: The NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars Program is a Premier Scholars Program aimed at preparing tomorrow’s leaders
of education who possess the passion and aspiration to inspire, nurture and lead our next generation. The program
offers a unique opportunity for both personal development and international exposure in interdisciplinary training
through seminars, conference presentations, research assignments, mentorships, internships and overseas

programs. TSP program structure is as below.




L: What is Teaching Scholars Program (TSP) Program?

A: In year 2, TSP student can undertake an international practicum. It is a guaranteed global immersion with MOE
financial subsidies. There are 13 overseas classroom in places. Since 2012, NIE has been providing degree

student teachers the opportunities to go overseas to do their five-week Teaching Assistantship.

L: How to choose & access the partner universities for IP?

A: Universities which are high status both in research and teaching. The first partner university is University of
California at Santa Barbara because we have an insider in that university. Also the city and the school are safe for
students. We are going to sign National Taipei University ofEducation for our 13th partner university because we
have a Chinese department professor who has connection there. We want to send our Chinese teaching teachers

there to do the international internship.

L: National Dong Hwa University is a very good university for student teachers to explore aboriginalculture
and rural region teaching.
A: We can consider signing both exchange program and international practicum program. Talk with our associate

dean Ivy when she will return from Taipei next week.

L: What is contract signed with partner universities?
A: Similar with the one semester exchange program contract. Tuition is free but need to pay for incidental costs,

accommodation and living cost.

L: How many students apply for TSP program and how do you take charge of it?

A: There are 200 scholarships each year for TSP. 34 in 2014, 50 in 2015 and 72 in 2016 apply for entering to NIE.
And associate dean Alex, program manager Sunny and one assistant clerk take charge for this program. They will
interview candidates to different universities, run the INDUCTION to introduce education system, culture, etc.
for international practicum overseas teachers, and take care of their living, coordinate with CP to take care of

their assistant teaching and learning, etc.



L: Is that mean you are going to place 72 TSP students for international practicum and you have sent 34 and

50 respectively to do overseas internship?

A: Our local schools have been graciously giving students from our international partner-universities the
opportunities to teach in their schools. To name a few, St Andrew’s Junior School, West Grove Primary School,
Boon Lay Garden Primary School, Westwood Primary School, Nanyang Primary School, Corporation Primary
School, Wellington Primary School, Chung Cheng High (main) School, Yishun Town and St Andrew’s Secondary

Schools, etc.

L: How does MOE choose these local schools?
A: From 2013 to early 2015, 36 international students have passed through the doors of these schools and its
classrooms. These have provided unique opportunities for them to build greater depth in pedagogical approaches

in different cultural and social settings.
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